Minutes
Woody Creek Caucus
July 25, 2019

Attendees: Ellen W. Anderson, Wayne Ethridge, Bill Dinsmoor, Jan Schoeberlein

Robert Stevenson, Gail Holstein, Becky Gilbert, Nancy MacKenzie, Phil Holstein, Marty
Scholumberger, Linda Waag, Margaret Reckling, Greg Poschman, Jessie Young, Bob Vhrin,
Laurie Laing, Sarah Evans, Rick Stevens, Daniel Delano, Valerie Braun

Meeting was called to order at 6:35pm by Bill Dinsmoor, Moderator

There was a motion, second, and approval of the minutes from the June 27, 2019 caucus
meeting with the addition of this sentence to section on the Solar Farm. “The Woody Creek
Caucus is in opposition to the use of the Aspen Sanitation District open space property but fully
supports the study of use of the Pitkin County Landfill or other sites within the city limits of
Aspen and/or Town of Snowmass Village.”

Open Space and Trails Amenities Project

Jessie Young, OST planner, presented an early draft of a proposal to create rest stops at
trailheads and “node” sites along the Rio Grande Trail which goes through Woody Creek.
Amenities could include portable toilets, shade structures, water access, trash, pet stations,
bike fix it stations, and interpretive elements. Currently, the Jaffee Park site would remain the
same, with portable toilets, shade, benches, and parking in place. The location where the Rio
Grande Trail crossed W/J Hill above Jaffee Park is being considered for portable toilet, water,
shade, etc.

The parking area at the bridge over the Woody Creek near the Woody Creek Tavern would be
the next site that is proposed to be cleaned up, create more parking, perhaps bench seating,
and if there is not a portable toilet on the W/J Hill site, perhaps there would be at the Woody
Creek Bridge site. There are several other points along the trail through Woody Creek that
might have benches, interpretive boards, water, etc.

After a significant amount of response from the Woody Creek Caucus members in attendance,
it was clear the prevailing concern is that the trail needs to maintain its rural nature. A rest stop
developed where the Rio Grande Trail crossed the W/J Hill generally was well received. The
parking area at the bridge over the Woody Creek should be maximized for parking, including
bike parking to take some of the pressure off the Tavern area, and perhaps bench seating.
However, the other “nodes” are problematic and OSP project should be scaled back to
eliminate development along the rest of the Rio Grande trail through Woody Creek. The
Woody Creek Caucus is not supportive of urban style amenities.



Further discussion included concerns with the lack of enough supervision on the trail to keep it
safe for all users. Level 2 and 3 e-bikes have been observed on the trail, which is supposed to
be only Level 1 use. The proliferation of e-bikes is very noticeable and the bike speed has
increased. Jessie was aware of that concern already. Finally, it was recommended by caucus
members that funds for the amenities project be funneled to upgrading the surface of the
current trail, repairs of fencing along the trail, and shoring up of erosion areas.

Woody Creek Caucus members and residents of Woody Creek are encouraged to make
comments regarding the Rio Grande Trail Nodes Proposal by the end of July, 2019 at
pitkinostprojects.com

Pitkin County Open Space and Trails Rangers encourage anyone who witnesses unsafe
behaviors on the trail to call the Ranger number 970 920 5399 with a description of the
violator and even a picture if possible.

Holy Cross/RES Solar Farm Proposal

It was reported to the Woody Creek Caucus meeting attendees that the Pitkin County Planning
and Zoning Commission tabled the decision on whether to support the Solar Farm Proposal to
their August 6, 2019 meeting. The first meeting was very well attended and everyone who
wanted to comment was given the opportunity. Residents from both W/J HOA and Brush Creek
HOA were present at the caucus meeting. There is determination to continue to advocate for
not using the Aspen Sanitation District open space land for the solar farm, but rather look at
space up at the Pitkin County Landfill or other sites within the city of limits of Aspen and/ Town
of Snowmass Village.

A number of people will work to create a visual presentation for the P & Z meeting on August
6. Please make every effort to attend this meeting. There will be a notice sent out with time
and place prior to the meeting.

Airport Expansion Update

A non-profit 501 C3 group has been formed to create a forum for discussion on the expansion
of the airport outside of public relations from the county. It is called SOS (Save Our Skies).
Contributions can be made to: SOS and mailed to P.O Box 8091, Aspen, Co 81612

We will have more information at our August Caucus meeting.

Meeting was adjourned at 8:20pm.



