
WOODY CREEK CAUCUS MEETING 
SEPTEMBER 28, 2023 

The meeting was called to order at 5:30 by Steve Prudden, Moderator. 
Those in attendance were: Charmaine Brower, Plato Foufas, Marty 
Schlumberger, Steve Prudden, Heather Rydell, Greg Rydell, Ellen 
Anderson, Allen Jones, Joe, Mason, Becky Gilbert, Chris Lougeay, Linda 
Waag, Rick Balentine, Missy Prudden, Tom Melberg 
 
Airport Update: 
Ellen Anderson stated that there was a severe unbalance of equality during 
the hearings as guests are only allowed to speak for 3 minutes with no 
comments or interaction forthwith from the board.  It is a very awkward 
way to try to have a forum discussion on the future of a community. 
 
Aspen Fire Chief Rick Balentine: 
Rick Balentine has been Fire Chief for 11 years and he spoke at the caucus 
meeting about preparedness for fire dangers. Firstly Rick mentioned the 
wonderfully donated cameras that were placed in the forests around the 
Aspen area that detect fire and alert the fire stations so that a transport can 
be on location within minutes of a fire breaking out. Those cameras are 
proving to be of ground breaking news and help for communities!  
Rick introduced our own local resident fireman named Chris Lougeay.  
What a great mission it would be to have a firehouse with housing for two 
firemen plus a downstairs for a community center in the Woody Creek 
Plaza area!!! That should be a real goal of the Woody Creek people. 
Rick said that if anyone has any questions aspenfire.com should have all 
the fire related answers. Chief Balentine also said he would like to have 
more part time paid fire fighters instead of all volunteer firemen. 
If there were to be a catastrophic fire in our area, we are better prepared to 
exit than Aspen is, as we can head down valley or up valley. We were told, 
of course, to remove all trees and bushes away from within 10’ of our 
houses. There is a wildfire risk map that can be accessed by aspenfire.com.  
It shows house by house (that is if a house can be seen by the street) what 
the risks are. 
 
 



 
Rick ended his talk reiterating the need for our community to house a two 
bedroom fire house and community center that Jan Schoeberlein had 
discussed with him several years earlier.  It would be a great project for 
all of Woody Creek people and the people in the adjacent area to plan a 
fund raiser in order to create this space. 
 
Meeting was adjourned 7:15 
 
Respectfully submitted 
Linda Waag 
 
 


