Woody Creek Caucus Meeting
August 29, 2024, 6:30-8:30, Aspen Community School
Susan Taylor, Moderator

Present: Allen Jones*, Patty Fox*, Joe Mason*, Amber Kurkoski, Emily Marshall, Robbin Morris, Rudy
Koopsen, Becky Gilbert*, Kristi Keasler, Tom Melberg*, Rob Pew*, Stephen Heron, Matt Gerzina, Curtis
Wackerle, Gail Holstein, Phil Holstein*, Helen Schermerhorn, Anita Thompson, Susan Taylor*

*District Planning Commission members

Wildfire Resilience: Ali Hager, Aspen Fire Protection District Director of Community Wildfire Resilience
brought “hot spots”: (1) The first 5’ around your house are the most vulnerable; keep them clear of burnable
material. (2) The new Aspen Wildfire Foundation can assist us in building community resilience by creating
fuel/fire breaks, emergency egress/ingress routes, etc. (Starwood has been rated “Community Good” through
its work with the Foundation.) (3) Appointments for free fire assessments are available at aspenfire.com from
May through October. (4) Neighborhoods can work together to have brush hauled by the Fire Department for
free. (5) In Woody Creek, you can probably survive a wildfire by standing in the middle of a mowed pasture,
covering your face with a mask/t-shirt, (6) There are now four Al Pano cameras atop local mountains that can
detect smoke, protecting the Roaring Fork watershed. (7) A WCC liaison would be a great addition to our
community. Any volunteers?

Susan added that our fire station is manned by one person and two are needed to operate the fire engine so
despite the proximity of the equipment, a second operator must come from the ABC to answer an emergency.
The fire department is planning a second dwelling to house that person — and the WCC would like to partner
with the fire department to include a new WC community meeting room in that new building. This effort will
need major funding!

Master Plan Overlay Susan described the iterations of the Master Plan and the new County requirement of an
Overlay which will give the MP “teeth” by encoding land uses in regard to those issues which are most valuable
to preserving the character of Woody Creek. She reminded us that the County is not our enemy. We need to
find workable solutions to our challenges. We specifically discussed housing density and zoning (Phillips) and
traffic calming (Woody Creek Plaza) but will develop an overlay for all of the chapters of the MP in the months
to come. Meeting times, topics and venues will be emailed to the full mailing list. The next DPC meeting will be
at 4:00pm, Monday, Sept. 9 at the home of Gail and Phil Holstein . [Topic??] Woody
Creatures interested in [topic] are welcome. RSVP to this email if you plan to attend.

Traffic Curtis Wackerle shared the grave safety concerns of the Woody Creek Metro District with the speed
and density of vehicle/bike/pedestrian traffic in the WC Plaza. The WCMD recently wrote to the BOCC
supporting construction of the two bridges being considered to connect the Rio Grande Trail, the Brush Creek
Park and Ride and the ABC. In the discussion that followed, several other observations were presented: The
bridges could, in fact, increase bike traffic in the area. The high cost of the bridges ($25,000,000+) might better
be spent providing reliable year-around full-day bus service to WC. The traffic experts employed by the County
should be brought in to address the problem. Curtis will take these ideas to the WCMD Board meeting next
week and plan for a community meeting focused solely on creative ideas around this issue before bringing the
County planners into the discussion.

Phillips Amber Kurkoski, an 18 year resident of Phillips Trailer Park, gathered six residents to attend the
meeting and bring the Caucus up to date on the residents’ current thinking. She has conducted a preliminary



survey and will continue to gather feedback. The present feeling is that the residents were misled when the
County purchased the Park in 2018. They thought that if the park were expanded, the high cost of individual
ownership ($164,000 plus some part of the desperately needed infrastructure upgrades) would be greatly
reduced. They did not appreciate how this would affect their lives. Now, the consensus seems to be to leave
the park as it has always been and as it is described in the WC Master Plan and expect the landlord, Pitkin
County, to repair the sewer and water infrastructure which it owns. There is confusion that APCHA is now
taking a role in managing Phillips. Caucus leaders are fully supportive of the residents and will participate in
the preservation of Phillips.

Zoom and Other Meetings At first, there was some enthusiasm for the idea of offering a Zoom option but very
quickly, all of those present agreed that the energy and cohesion generated by meeting together outweighed
the benefits of the online option. We hope that all of those who receive this email will encourage their
neighbors to add their names so that when they cannot attend in person, they will be informed through the
meeting minutes and know when and why they should attend the meetings. We will also inform the Caucus
through email of BOCC meetings that affect WC so that we can stand united!

Susan announced that Allen Jones will be our representative for the Pitkin County Comprehensive Plan
Workgroup. This is an important position as we work with the County to find solutions that best serve our
communities and we are grateful to Allen.

The minutes from the July meeting were approved.

Respectfully,
Patty Fox, Secretary



