
9/26/24 Woody Creek Caucus Minutes
Attendees:
Allen Jones, Joe Mason, Ellen Anderson, Tim Mooney, Torre, Tom Melberg, Becky Gilbert,
Amber Kurkowski, Donnie Mack, Toni Kronberg, Robert Oxenberg, Kristi Keasler, Stephen
Heron, Matt Gerzina, Chuck Butler

Housing Mill Levy on November Ballot: Joe Mason lead the discussion of the housing
initiative on the ballot for the coming election, telling us that there has been very little public
debate over affordable housing and its cost and intended purposes. APCHA’s stated goals are
to provide workforce housing and “community” housing which is income qualified. The Mill levy
will be imposed on the entire county but where the money raised will go is very ill defined.
APCHA’s goal of having 70% of Aspen housing in its program has been hit. For Woody Creek,
the larger build out plan at Phillips curve would put its affordable housing quotient at 73%. Torre
said that he thinks that estimate is too high and depends on if vacant vacation homes are
included but that Skico is doing well with meeting its goals for employee housing. Tim Mooney
said that Patti Clapper has claimed the the Mill levy money would be spent on various projects,
not just Phillips but that he personally does not wish to pay higher taxes to subsidize housing for
for profit corporations that will increase growth. Toni Kronberg said that Francie Jacober has told
her the Mill levy money will not be used for Phillips but will be contributed to down valley
projects, but she doesn’t believe her because Phillips is all the county has for an affordable
housing project.

Phillips: The discussion turned to the redevelopment of Phillips. Tom Melberg said a more
appropriate idea for affordable housing was the development of housing in the parking lot areas
of the hospital and the school nearer to town.Amber spoke for the residents. Most of them, she
says, do not want any change in their current status. Greg Poschman has told her that currently
the county puts its subsidy of Phillips at $300k per year, and that the county has considered just
selling it to a developer for $15M. Toni Kronberg said that even though the county has done
and approved an initial plan for 73 units, there is no currently engaged planning or engineering
firm. Amber thinks we will need a ballot measure to prevent a large development at Phillips,
and that as of now 7 of 34 residents have expressed interest in buying lots for their homes. We
told her the first step she should take is form an independent HOA for Phillips which can then
negotiate with community development at the county. The caucus will support her. Torre said
that The BOCC is split on the direction to take with Phillips redevelopment but that because
there has not been much opinion voiced by the residents, the BOCC is following the lead of the
county manager.

Airport: Chuck Butler, who led the effort to collect the signatures for ballot initiative 200 for the
Our Airport Our Vote ballot initiative, told us that there were two attorneys involved in the effort,
one a Colorado ballot initiatives expert and one an FAA expert. They had decided that the only
legal way to stop the runway expansion was a ballot measure which would amend the Pitkin
county home rule charter to force a further vote on moving or expanding the runway. They got
1200 signatures, 1000 of which qualified it for the ballot. This is the first time such a question
has gone on the Pitkin County ballot. Mick Ireland is leading the get out the vote effort and



expects that once the ballots are mailed on October 15th, that ⅓ will be returned immediately, ⅓
will take up to 2 weeks, and ⅓ will wait until election day, so the effort must begin immediately.
We should contact him directly to volunteer to make phone calls etc. A social media campaign
will be rolling out shortly. As far as the arguments go, yes on ballot question 200, no on 1C will
simply give the public an opportunity to vote on the final outcome, but the county’s arguments
have been specious all along. There is plenty of money for an improved terminal because the
county can expect revenue from the Atlantic FBO of upwards of $1B over 30 years evidenced
by the latest 1 year contract rate going from $!M to $18M. Ths county also has unused $100M
bonding authority for the airport. Dan Bartholomew has pub;ic;y admitted that there is no threat
of the FAA downgrading the status of the Aspen airport. This November new Embraer 175 jets
will begin service to Aspen. Robert Oxenberg raised the issue that Aspen Airport might become
wholly private if it did not receive FAA money and upgrades.. Tom Melberg, Torre, and Tim
Mooney strongly rebutted this notion saying that the airlines currently flying to Aspen are very
profitable on those routes, and that they have viable replacements for the CJR planes when
they need them so that the whole point of the runway expansion is to allow larger private jets
which will only make more traffic for public service to contend with. Torre said that 20 years ago
he and Tim had worked with Hunter and that opposition from Woody Creek had been the
deciding factor in stopping airport expansion then. He said that airport expansion will only
worsen the quality of life issues that are troubling to the entire county and that he thought the 1C
ballot initiative of the county was a disgrace and that it was likely unconstitutional both by a
Colorado state and US standard and will be legally challenged if need be. Ellen Anderson said
that the committee that had brought up the 1C initiative was mostly people Skico had brought in
from out of town who said they should win easily because no one really lives in Pitkin County.
Finally Tim Mooney wanted to mention that Bill Dinsmoor had been instrumental in starting a
group called Save Our Skies and deserved special mention in the effort to stop airport
expansion. Thank You very much Bill.

Traffic: Donny Mack told us that traffic has been difficult through Woody Creek village this
summer. He thinks some of the larger trucks being used in the 82 project are too big to turn at
Smith HIll so their traffic will go away once it is finished but he is concerned that many new
commuters have learned the back way into Aspen on River Road so traffic will be permanently
increased. Curtiss Wackerle did not make the meeting but is working on a survey both for
problems and potential solutions to the traffic coming through Woody Creek.

Elam Gravel Pit: I briefly elicited Aspen Mayor Torre’s thoughts on the future development of
the Elam gravel pit. He said that Aspen had purchased the gravel pit site only for the potential
to store water there in the future which still seemed to him a stretched idea. He said T\they had
discussed the idea of building housing on the site but had decided that was not an idea they
would pursue out of respect for strong community opposition.


